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This summer, Karrine was able to
attend a workshop with Minnesota
composer Melody Bober. Having
learned many of her compositions
growing up, Karrine enjoyed hearing 

some of Melody’s new music, teaching
techniques, and recital ideas. 
It is always a pleasure to mingle with
other piano instructors in the Madison
area. 

DAPS’s first ever Pajama

Party Recital was held July

19, 2025. Students sat on

blankets and munched on

popcorn while listening to

O U R  S U M M E R  R E C I T A L each other play. There was a

lot of fun movie music!

Students also participated in

a toy percussion ensemble

and got their faces painted.

L I F E L O N G  L E A R N I N G
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Strings of Beads

This summer, students earned
a bead for each assignment
they completed. That’s a
whole lot of learning!

Summer Highlights

Claire memorized each of her assignment pieces! 
Conor developed strong pattern recognition and
note reading skills!

Ember mastered her piano intro skills!
Emma started in new books!
Lavinia learned to play both the student and
teacher part to her song!

Logan got speedy at finding his guide notes!

Scarlet composed her own piece, called “Peacock
Feathers”, found on page 6 of this newsletter!
Shelby showed her work ethic with impressive
independent practicing!
Siena built strength in her fingers for great
technique!
Spencer honed his rhythmic skills and musicality!
Sydney C put in impressive extra work to learn a  
challenging piece!
Sydney M zoomed through the beginning of her
first piano method book!
Vivian learned the fingering for a full octave
scale!

Sarah started in new books and learned her first
multi-movement piece!

Lily performed on the piano for the very first time!

Camila refined her skills playing from a lead
sheet!

Elin started piano lessons this summer!



Try an alternative lesson option
if you can’t make your lesson in
person.
Tuition is now due on the 8  of
the month. 

th

Tuition must be paid to retain
studio membership. Discontinued
students can be added to the
waiting list. 
A cost of living raise in rates
occurs each Fall. As of
September, flat rate tuition is 115
per student.

Policy Updates

deforestpiano.com/policies--procedures
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This Fall Session
September 1-5 Studio closed
September 8 First day of fall session
October+ Composer bio book project
October 4 1:30PM Volunteer performance
at The Legacy of DeForest memory care 
October 31 Halloween - studio closed
November 24-28 Thanksgiving break -
studio closed
December 13 1:30PM Volunteer
performance at The Legacy of DeForest
memory care
December 19 Last day of fall session 
December TBD Studio Christmas Party

Piano Binders
Has your binder seen better days? 
Or has it mysteriously disappeared?
Let’s make sure everyone has a piano
binder for Fall Session!
You can:

choose a new binder and pocket
from the studio for $4
bring a new binder and pocket from
home

http://deforestpiano.com/policies--procedures


Fall Birthdays
September 9   Emma

September 15   Sydney C
September 24   Shelby

November 11   Luca
During the week of their birthday, students

have their name on the board and choose a
birthday pencil at their lesson.
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5 Quick Practice Tips

Practice MakesProgress!

1.  Time  Practice at the same time every day. Find a routine works
for your family.

2.  Assignments Know your child’s assignments. Students should
have the Vivid Practice app open each day when they practice.
Playing old favorites is encouraged, but does not count as
practice time.

3.   Metronome Using a metronome from early on makes a huge
difference! You can purchase one or use any free metronome app.

4.  Recording Make videos and watch them back! Watch for
technique, listen for rhythms, and practice feeling “nervous.”  

5.  Distractions Practicing needs to happen in a quiet place,
without interruptions. Put away anything that will distract you -
even if it means your device with the Vivid Practice app!



L E S S O N  N O T E S
A R E  N O W  O N

V I V I D  P R A C T I C E

No cost to you!
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R E V A M P  Y O U R  P R A C T I C E

Notes from me, links,

videos, and more available

all in one place

Track your practice & your

progress

Send me a sticker or a

question directly during

your practice time

4 Practice Modes:
Blocked
Interleaved
Pomodoro
Focused
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Peacock Feathers
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